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15.420.020 Block design and connectivity standards.
Ellensburg’s comprehensive plan places a high priority on being a “walkable” community. “Walking”
also includes alternative pedestrian-oriented modes of travel including wheel chairs and power chairs
that are intended to be used on sidewalks and paths. In order to be walkable, there needs to be
frequent accessible and attractive connections between destinations. Consequently, this requires a
well connected system of streets and pathways that encourages people to walk. Thus block size and
design have a direct impact on the walkability of a community.

A.    All Zones.

1.    Connectivity to Abutting Lands. The street system of proposed subdivisions shall be
designed to connect with existing, proposed, and planned streets outside of the subdivision.
Wherever a proposed development abuts unplatted land or other land with the capability of being
further subdivided, street stubs shall be provided to allow access to future
abutting subdivisionsand to logically extend the street system into the surrounding area.
All street stubs shall be provided with a temporary turnaround unless specifically exempted by
the fire marshal, and the restoration and extension of the street shall be the responsibility of any
future developer of the abutting land.

2.    Continuation of Streets. Planned streets shall connect with surrounding streets to permit the
convenient movement of traffic between residential neighborhoods and to facilitate emergency
access and evacuation. Connections shall be designed to meet or exceed the block standards in
subsections (B) and (C) of this section, and to avoid or minimize through traffic on local streets.

3.    Pedestrian Accessways. Short internal pathways can improve pedestrian mobility
within developments. Examples could include an accessway in the middle of a block or at the
end of a cul-de-sac. Such access ways shall conform to all of the following standards:

a.    Width. Pedestrian accessways shall be located within dedicated public rights-of-way or
private easements allowing public access with a minimum dimension of 10 feet in width;

b.    Design. Pedestrian accessways shall be constructed to sidewalk standards for local
access roads or be designed as a multi-use trail per direction in the nonmotorized
transportation plan. Also see Section 3, Street Standards, of the public
works developmentstandards. Alternative designs may be considered where significant
environmental constraints are present;

c.    Safety. The accessway shall incorporate design treatments that avoid a “tunnel effect” in
the corridor and create a potential safety problem. Design solutions could involve the width,
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length, and/or the alignment of the corridor, height of fences adjacent to the corridor,
lighting treatments, and/or the proposed landscaping along the corridor;

d. Accessibility. Pedestrian accessways shall conform to applicable ADA requirements,
except where not required by applicable ADA rules and regulations;

e. The city may require landscaping as part of the required pedestrian
accesswayimprovement to buffer pedestrians from adjacent vehicles and land uses.
Plantings shall emphasize drought tolerant and low maintenance materials and shall
maintain adequate visibility for safety; and

f. Where pedestrian accessways are privately owned, they shall be operated and
maintained by the developer until: (1) the declaration and covenants for plat are recorded,
and (2) a homeowners’ organization has been established which shall be legally responsible
for the operation and maintenance of the pedestrian accessway.

B. Residential Zones. New residential developments shall provide an integrated and connected
network of streets to help provide a sense of place and orientation and provide multiple travel route
options for all users. A street network dominated by long, irregular loop roads and cul-de-sacs is not
appropriate. The following standards apply to new development in the residential zones:

1. Blocks shall be designed to provide pedestrian and vehicular connections at intervals no
greater than 660 feet.

2. Departures from the standard in subsection (B)(1) of this section will be considered by
the reviewing authority per ECC 15.210.060 provided the alternative design meets the purposes
of the standards (see ECC 15.420.010) and meets the following criteria:

a. A departure provides the opportunity for a public open space or other public amenity
that goes well beyond minimum standards herein. For example, a larger block could allow
for the development of a compact village of dwelling units around a centralized open space;
and

b. Departures meeting criteria set forth in subsection (B)(2)(a) of this section allow
configurations with pedestrian and vehicular connections at intervals greater than 660 feet,
but no greater than 1,000 feet, except when the following conditions are present: where
topography, right-of-way, existing construction or physical conditions, or other geographic
conditions prevent compliance or impose an unusual hardship on the applicant,
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the reviewing authority shall relax the standards provided the proposed design maximizes
pedestrian and vehicular connectivity on the site given the constraints.

Figure 15.420.020(B)(1). A good example of a connected network of streets. Also note
how blocklengths are measured.

Figure 15.420.020(B)(2). Illustrating an example of subdivision design and street grid on a site in
Ellensburg. All blocks shown meet requirements (maximum length 660 feet). Note that mid-block
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pedestrian connections are used to access the Iron Horse Trail, rather than a full street connection,
which would not be desirable in this case.
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