
 

 

 
 

 
 
April 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable Billy Long 
United States House of Representatives 
2454 Rayburn HOB 
Washington D.C. 20515  
 
Dear Congressman Long: 
 
I would like to request your consideration for congressionally directed funding to Expand US 65 to 6 
lanes in Christian County. US 65 continues to experience increasing traffic volumes, while serving as 
both a regional connector for jobs and economic activity and as the primary route to Branson for 
tourism activity. MoDOT widened the road through Springfield to Highway CC and needs additional 
funding to continue to the southern boundary of Ozark.  
 
With an upcoming required bridge replacement project in this same corridor, this is the best time to 
expand the roadway. MoDOT will be forced to invest in the bridge regardless of the road widening and 
additional funds are needed so that both projects can be completed together. 
 
The Ozarks Transportation Organization (the Springfield Area MPO) supports this project as a top 
priority for the region. The Springfield metropolitan area consists of seven cities and two counties that 
work together to determine the highest priority needs for the region.  
 
As project sponsor, the OTO is willing to carry out the project with MoDOT and can obligate funding 
within the expected life of the next surface transportation reauthorization bill and according to the 
requirements for funding in said bill. The project can be added to the TIP within 60 days of being notified 
of funding.  
 
We appreciate your consideration for this project, which is very ready to go.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sara Fields 

 
 
 



US 65 Improvements in Christian County 

Type of Project: Highway 

Name of the Project: Expand US 65 to 6 lanes in Christian County 

Location of the Project: US 65, Ozark, MO 65721 MO-7 Congressional District  

Project Sponsor: Ozarks Transportation Organization (Springfield Area MPO) 
www.ozarkstransportation.org 

Sponsor Point of Contact: Sara Fields, Executive Director 417-865-3042 ext 102. 
sfields@ozarkstransporation.org  

Project Description: Widen US 65 from Highway CC to Highway F in Ozark Missouri. The project includes a 
bridge that must be replaced no later than 2026.  This is the only section of US 65 south of I-44 remaining 
to be widened in the OTO area.  The design and environmental clearances are completed.  This project is 
ready to go once funding is available and can be programmed in the STIP/TIP quickly. 

Project Benefits:  
• Reduced emissions by getting traffic moving.  
• Reduced accidents resulting from reduced congestion. Frequently vehicles running the speed limit 

are surprised by congestion ahead and are not prepared to stop quickly, resulting in both primary 
and secondary crashes.  

• Congestion relief to keep people and freight moving. 
 
Amount Requested: $5 million 
Total Project Cost: $21.9 million  

 Bridge-Only Cost - $5 million 
 Entire Corridor Cost - $21.9 million (Environmental/ROW Work Completed) 

Sources of Funding: 20% Project match from Missouri Department of Transportation funding from state 
fuel and vehicle sales tax. If award does not fully fund the project, the project will use FHWA formula 
transportation funds, matched by MoDOT revenue. OTO is committed to programming the funding to 
ensure project completion.  
 
Project Phase: Construction 
 
Expected Obligation Date: within 3 months of award 
 
Estimated Award Date: within 6 months of award 
 
Estimated Project Completion Date: within 1.5 years of award 
 
NEPA Category of Action: Categorical Exclusion 
 
Status of Environmental Review: Categorically Excluded 
 
Process to Provide for an Opportunity for Public Comment: During the development of the OTO 
metropolitan transportation plan, the public was specifically asked for input on needed projects. OTO has 
a specific website giveusyourinput.org where the public can comment at any time. Social media sites are 

http://www.ozarkstransportation.org/
mailto:sfields@ozarkstransporation.org


continuously accepting public input. In addition, input is requested during the development of the annual 
OTO TIP.   

Prior Federal Funding: None 

Prior U.S. DOT Discretionary Grant Requests: None  

Letter of Support: Included from Ozarks Transportation Organization, project sponsor 

TIP/STIP Status: No. Planned upon Funding Approval. The project can be added in a reasonable time 
frame and a letter is included to that effect.  

Long Range Transportation Plan: Yes. Project is on the metropolitan long range transportation plan. 

The widening of US 65 is considered the project in the box for us. We have it ready to go pending funding. 
MoDOT did preliminary work including environmental clearances to be ready when funding is to become 
available. There is one bridge over the Finley River that is over 50 years old and must be replaced in 2026 
to keep it open. The bridge can be replaced and widened independent of the roadway widening at a cost 
of $5 million.  

MoDOT will administer the project and has a long history of delivering projects on time and under budget. 
You can be confident that funds will be obligated during FY26. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
OZARKS TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATION 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

The Ozarks Transportation Organization, which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Springfield, Missouri Urbanized Area, hereby 
certifies that upon award of the Congressionally Directed Federal Highway Administration Funding, expanding US 65 to 6 lanes in Christian 
County will be included in the Transportation Improvement Program.  The OTO recognizes the importance of this project and welcomes the 
federal investment in the region.  

 
 
 
 
 
__________ ____________________04-15-2021___       
Signature    Date       
 
Sara J. Fields       
Executive Director 
Ozarks Transportation Organization 
 



www.RepubticMO.gov

April 5, 2021

The Honorable Billy Long

United States House of Representatives

2454 Rayburn HOB

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Long,

I am writing to express support for the Ozarks Transportation Organization's list of Transportation
Priorities. We work closely with the Ozarks Transportation Organization (OTO) and agree that the list
represents a regionally agreed to list of transportation priorities. The OTO has developed a listing of
priorities with a data driven approach that includes public input and community leader discussion.
These priorities include:

o US 60 lmprovements in the OTO Urban Area
o l-44lmprovements in the OTO Urban Area
o US 65 lmprovements in Christian County
o MM Highway in the City of Republic
o Regional Trail Expansion including the Wilson's Creek Boulevard Trail and the Chadwick Flyer Trail
r Electric Buses for City Utilities
o Grant Street Pedestrian Underpass

This multimodal list considers pedestrians, transit, and highway users. ln addition, we have included
projects representing two counties and seven cities, two transit providers, and a public university. The list
represents projects needed to improve safety, accommodate growth, improve congestion, and promote
economic develop.

ln addition, each project has been carefully selected based upon the ability to ensure that it can be
completed if federal funds were directed to the project.

The City of Republic would like to request your support for Congressionally Directed funds for these
important transportation projects. We look forward to your partnership in making these projects a reality.

Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me at 477-732-31-tl with any questions.

vid Cameron

City Administrator

cc: Laura Burbridge, City Clerk

REPUBLIC

213 N, Main Avenue, Republic, Missouri 6sllg I +r7.732.31oo
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